Fatal Mucor pneumonia after treatment with 2-chlorodeoxyadenosine for non-Hodgkin's-lymphoma.
Fungal infections, in addition to bacterial and opportunistic infections such as Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia, may evolve in patients with infectious complications due to iatrogenic immunosuppression. Aside from common Candida and Aspergillus species, rare fungi like Mucor must be considered in patients with neutropenia or prolonged impaired T-cell function. Here we report on a patient with a low grade lymphoma who was treated with 2-chlorodeoxyadenosine because of disease progression. After recovery from Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia he presented again with clinical signs of pneumonia. No pathogen was found on bronchoscopy and he died rapidly. In the lungs a massive necrosis was seen in which nonseptated hyphae identified as Mucor species were demonstrated.